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Webinar Background 
 

In this webinar we will share ideas, stories, and best practices on developing education and literacy related 
service projects. We will also feature some of our U.S. literacy partners who will be presenting information 

on how Lions can partner with them on a local level. 
 

The Reading Action Program is a 10-year commitment to increasing reading and literacy rates. It’s a call to 
action for every Lions club around the world to organize service projects and activities that underscore the 

importance of reading and address specific needs related to illiteracy within their own community. 
 

Featuring Speakers from our U.S. Literacy Partners: 
 

  
 
 

 
Session Agenda 

 
 Reading Action Program Overview 
 Activity Planning Resources 
 Panel Session  

o Reading is Fundamental 
o USO 
o Hadley School for the Blind 

 Discussion Session/Q&A 
 



Presenters 
 
 Jennifer Katz, Director of Government Relations and 

Community Outreach, Reading is Fundamental 
 
 

 Tracy Tucker, Director of Fundraising and 
Development, USO 
 
 

 Dawn Turco, Senior Vice President, The Hadley 
School for the Blind 

 
 
Global Literacy 
In the presentation we list some global literacy statistics that are 
affecting people worldwide. In the space below please share some of 
the education needs in your community: 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  
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Your Global Impact 

 

 
Your Local Impact 
In the presentation we list the impact of Lions service worldwide. In 
the space below please share your clubs local impact: 
 Education/literacy related service projects 

o Number of Service activities: 
 
 
 

o Number of Service Hours 
 
 
 

o Number of People Served 
 

 

 
 
 

   
   

 
  

  



Ways you can help 
Here are some ways that you and your club can help promote literacy 
and education in your community: 

• Serve as a volunteer reader 
• Learn and share the importance of Braille literacy 
• Help provide books to your local school or library 
• Organize a book drive for military children 

 
Share some additional project ideas in the space below: 
  

 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

  
 

Reading Action Program Resources 
 Call to Action Flyer 
 Project Idea Sheet 
 Planning Guide 
 Community Needs Assessment 
 Sample Press Release 
 Bookmarks 
 Diploma 
 Partners 

 



 



 

 
 



 

 
 

How Hadley and Lions Support Braille Literacy   
 

The Hadley School for the Blind supports the Lions Clubs International Reading 
Action Program with courses for individuals who want to be braille literate. 
These include Lions members and others who wish to learn how to read braille.  
Hadley is a distance education school offering tuition-free programs to 
thousands of students who are blind or visually impaired and their families, both 
nationally and internationally. The school also offers affordable continuing 
education courses to professionals, including Lions members.  

Braille literacy courses for visually impaired learners are tuition-free and include: 

• Braille Literacy 1: Tactile Readiness 
• Braille Literacy 2: Learning the Alphabet 
• Braille Literacy 3: Uncontracted Braille 
• Braille Literacy 4: Contracted Braille 
• Experience Braille Reading 
• The Essentials of the Nemeth Code (mathematics) 
• Using Raised Markers 
• Braille Music Reading 
• Braille Music Reading: Keyboard Music 

 
Braille literacy courses for sighted individuals are mostly tuition-free and include: 

• Introduction to Braille 
• Contracted Braille 
• Basic Nemeth Code 
• Braille Teaching Methods for Adolescents and Adults 
• Braille Teaching Methods for Children 
• Braille and Your Baby or Toddler 
• Braille Music Basics  
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Lions Club members are encouraged to share the above information with others 
in their community, refer people to Hadley’s braille courses and also enroll if 
they are interested in learning braille themselves. For more details on these 
courses, visit http://hadley.edu/braillecourses.asp 

 

 
 

The Hadley School for the Blind also offers “just in time” training through free 
webinars on topics of interest to those with vision loss, their family members,  
professionals in the field and Lions members. These 60 to 90 minute seminars 
can be accessed “live” on demand, on the go, or they can be accessed from the 
Hadley Web site at www.hadley.edu.  Lions members are invited to listen to 
these webinars, either on their own or as an educational program for their Club, 
and invite others to access them as well.  
 
Seminars focused on braille include: 

• UEB & You: What You Need to Know About Unified English Braille 
• Braille Literacy - Hadley Style 
• The Keys to NLS/BARD (National Library Service for the Blind and 

Physically Handicapped) 
• The Slate and Stylus: Braille Media's Pen and Paper 
• Braille Music Technology 
• All About APH (American Printing House for the Blind) 
• Braille Exchange 
• Fun with Braille  
• The Braille Literacy Crisis 
• Connecting the Dots: Celebrating the Legacy of Louis Braille 
• Braille: Every Day, Every Way 

Some seminars, including The Braille Literacy Crisis, are available for 
continuing education credit for professionals.  

To see a list of archived seminars, visit http://hadley.edu/PastSeminars.asp#2.  
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Thank you for joining us! 
 

 

 
Please contact us at 

programs@lionsclubs.org and visit our 
website for more resources. 

 
 
 

www.lionsclubs.org 
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