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Hello, Lions! Thank you for joining us today for the latest installment of our LCIF webinar series. �
My name is Holly Clarkson, and I am the Marketing Coordinator with Lions Clubs International Foundation and will serve as your moderator today. I have joining me LCIF Chairperson and Immediate Past International President, Douglas Alexander, and Past International President Dr. Jitsuhiro Yamada. Also joining are KaSondra Byrd, LCIF Global Grants Division Manager, and Christopher Plunkett, LCIF Development Division Manager.   
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First, a few housekeeping things:
We will be playing two videos during the webinar. For the best experience, we highly recommend using Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, or Safari as your internet browser if you are on a computer. We also recommend using your computer, phone, or table speakers rather than calling into the webinar for the best experience.

The webinar is being recorded, and the recording will be emailed to you following the webinar along with a certificate of attendance.

We will also post the recording to the Virtual Events Center on lionsclubs.org/(SLASH) virtual and on the GoToWebinar Foundation Fridays Stage.
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Throughout the presentation, please feel free to submit questions using the box on the right-hand side of your screen if you are on a computer or by clicking the question button through the app on your phone or tablet. I will be collecting those for our Q&A session at the end.

-----
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Finally, we value your feedback, which helps us plan future webinars for you. At the end of today’s webinar, a survey link will pop up on your screen. Thank you for taking two minutes of your time today to provide your feedback. If you are unable to complete the survey today, the email you receive tomorrow will include both a link to a recording of today's webinar and a link to the survey. 

Thank you all and enjoy today’s webinar. 
I'd like to welcome Chairperson Douglas Alexander. 
-----
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Thank you, Holly! 

Hello Lions! Thank you for joining us today for the first webinar of the Lion year to talk about one of my favorite parts of our organization. Lions Clubs International Foundation – or LCIF. 


THE FOUNDATION
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LCIF plays a very important role in our global service as Lions. How? LCIF encourages Lions in one region to show their global friendship and help out Lions in another region during a time of need. As humanitarians, we are each guided by kindness to serve not only those in our own communities, but also people in need around the world.  Through LCIF, we can make possible what may be beyond the capacity of a single club or district. Foundation grants enable us to complete large-scale projects that individuals and clubs can't do alone. 

In fact, LCIF is the only Lions foundation to empower the service of Lions worldwide and remains committed to magnifying YOUR service while strengthening our humanitarian mission. 
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LCIF was founded in 1968 to take the work of Lions to new heights by tackling global problems and assisting Lions with both large- and small- scale humanitarian projects. Since its founding, LCIF has awarded more than one point two billion U.S. dollars in grants to Lions, filling our organization's history with high-impact projects, meaningful partnerships, and the kindness and service of Lions. 

A little later in today's seminar, we will share just a few examples of projects made possible by LCIF. 

But first, let's take a moment to celebrate LCIF's recent fundraising successes made possible by Lions and other supporters like YOU.
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At the International Lions Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada [in the United States] in 2018, LCIF announced the most ambitions fundraising effort in Lions' history - Campaign 100. The campaign goal was to raise three hundred million U.S. dollars to expand Lions' commitment to communities and empower our service for years and decades to come by:

Increasing our service impact in the areas of vision, youth, disaster relief, and humanitarian causes;

Fighting diabetes and improving the quality of life for those diagnosed;

And expanding our global causes to include hunger, childhood cancer, and environment



B OUR GOALS

Responding to the needs of the world

Hundreds
of Millions

Lives Changed

100%

Lion Participation

US$300M

Raised Through
Campaign 100



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CHAIRPERSON ALEXANDER]

Our goals were high for this campaign, but we knew that through this achievement, hundreds of millions of lives would be changed for the better. 
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At the 104th International Lions Convention in Montreal, Canada, LCIF announced that it had not only reached but exceeded the campaign goals, making history for our organization. 
�Let's take a moment to celebrate together this amazing accomplishment through a special video message.

[ROLL VIDEO]
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What an amazing message and exciting video!

Now I would like to introduce Past International President Dr. Jitsuhiro Yamada, Campaign 100 International Chairperson, to talk more about our accomplishments!

[PIP Dr. Yamada]

Thank you, Chairperson Doug. Lions, I am honored to be with you today as we celebrate the success of Campaign 100 and look towards our foundation’s bright future. 
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At the Montreal Convention, we announced that LCIF had not only met but exceeded our three hundred-million-dollar goal. In total, we raised three hundred and twenty-five million US dollars! That was so great! 

And this amazing accomplishment was made possible by YOU and your fellow Lions and others around the globe. 
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Campaign 100 accomplished a lot. About five thousand five hundred clubs became model clubs and nearly seven hundred Lions became lead or major donors. Already, more than eighty percent of funds that were pledged have been donated to LCIF. Thank you for all your

 dedication and commitment to the campaign. We could not have reached this ambitious goal without your support. The impact of this Campaign will be felt for years and decades to come.  

����
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On this slide you will see the total funds raised by each Constitutional Area. Each CA reached new heights of fundraising and saw amazing achievements. Thank you to our LCIF coordinators who kept momentum going until the end. 
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So we have achieved a big number by the campaign, But the impact of Campaign 100 goes beyond those numbers… 

The new grant programs in Childhood Cancer and Hunger improved peoples lives. 

The Refugees and Displaced Persons fund to provide safety and security for those left their homes. In fact, almost one point eight million dollars grants went to Lions helping Ukraine since March. 

Campaign 100 also increased LCIF's ability to quickly award grants in times of disaster and during global crises like the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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The campaign fund supports all other new grant programs and initiatives. 

And, lives changed for the better by LCIF’s support for Lions humanitarian efforts globally. 

All of this was made possible because of the support of LCIF and Campaign 100.  
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As we close this chapter on Campaign 100, I want to again thank all of you in this room and around the world for supporting OUR foundation. Our service is magnified through the power of each grant and each of your donation. 

Thank you. I would like to turn the presentation back to Chairperson Doug. 



What's Next?
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�Thank you, Dr. Yamada [Insert own words about C100 and thank previous presenter]

Lions, we should all be very proud of what we achieved together throughout the campaign. 

But, we know that the world will continue to need Lions in the years and decades to come.




The calls to serve a world in need
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It is only through the continued support of LCIF that we can ensure that the foundation will always be able to support us in our service through life-changing – even life-saving – grants and programs. 
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Now I would like to introduce KaSondra Byrd to walk us through a few examples of how the world needs Lions, and how LCIF magnifies the impact of Lions service across the globe. 

[KaSondra]

Thank you, Chairperson Doug! [Introduce self]

Let’s look at how LCIF is meeting the needs of the world and magnifying the service of Lions.
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We have pulled a few recent statistics from the United Nations 2022 update on the Sustainable Development Goals to show how great the needs of the world continue to be.  For example...

According to the report, one in ten people worldwide are currently suffering from hunger; and one in three people in the world lack regular access to adequate food.  Hunger is an asp


https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf
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No one can truly understand the devastating physical and emotional impact of hunger unless they experience it. Through the LCIF Hunger Grant Program, Lions support school-based feeding programs, food banks, feeding centers, and similar facilities that provide food to people when they need it most. ��Another opportunity for grant funds is through the District and Club Community Impact grants -- or DCGs. District and clubs qualifying for the program have the option to use earned funds to carry out local projects and access those funds through the submission of a District and Club Community Impact Grant Application or use them as part of the local matching funds component. ��We have two examples of how Lions are rising to the challenge and combating hunger in their community. The first is in District C-2, where Lions applied for and received three separate District and Club Community Impact grants in order to provide food for families who are in need in their community. The club partners with a local fresh food market in order to carry out the project. 

The second example is a current project out of District A-2 where Lions are using hunger grant funds to purchase stools and chairs for a feeding center to ensure families utilizing the service feel welcome, safe, and comfortable.
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The report also paints a grim picture of natural disasters - which we have been all too familiar with lately with flooding, fires, and tornadoes – and predicts that medium- to large-scale disasters will increase by 40% within by 2030. 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf
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Whenever and wherever disaster strikes, Lions are often among the first to offer aid. LCIF is ready to support their efforts with funding assistance through global disaster relief programs.��With a disaster grant, Lions can do even more for communities devastated by hurricanes, floods, fires and other major events. As a foundation, we are proud to offer a variety of grant options to support various stages of disaster relief operations including disaster preparedness. To date, LCIF has awarded more than a hundred and forty million U.S. dollars in grants for disaster relief. 

At the end of 2019, Australia experienced one of the largest bushfires in recorded history. Known as “Black Summer”, the fires burned an estimated 14.3 million hectares or 35 million acres and displaced thousands of families. LCIF was there immediately with disaster relief grants and continues to magnify the service of Lions as they assist with rebuilding efforts.

Because of the devastating bushfires, Australians are now dealing with another natural disaster: unprecedented flooding in Victoria. LCIF has already provided twenty-thousand US dollars in disaster relief funds with more to come as recovery efforts begin.
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The pandemic affected the world's youth in a number of ways. First, 147 million children missed half of in-person instruction early on.

Because of this, the global prevalence of anxiety and depression increased by 25% in 2020, particularly among young people and women. 


https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf
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LCIF improves access to quality education, vital health services, and positive youth development for young people around the world. Lions Quest, LCIF’s social and emotional learning and youth development program gives children the skills to navigate life and prevent bullying and substance abuse.

In Calumet City, Illinois, USA, teachers understood the stress caused by COVID-19 and made teaching Lions Quest a priority. For the first week of the 2020-2021 school year, teachers focused solely on social and emotional learning. Lions Quest provided the teachers the tools they needed to have conversations with students on tough topics.  
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As you know, conflicts throughout the world are increasing. With that comes citizens seeking refuge from the crises in and around their home. The war in Ukraine has pushed the already record number of refugees even higher. As of last year, the United Nations reported the number of refugees living outside their country of origin increase by 44% in just six years. 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf
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Often refugees flee to safety with limited personal belongings and funds. In March 2022- shortly after the war in Ukraine began, LCIF began a dedicated refugee assistance grant program aimed at providing immediate relief items to refugees fleeing to nearby countries. To date LCIF has awarded nearly two million US dollars for Ukraine refugee relief efforts.

For example, In Poland, Lions are managing more than eighty assistance projects throughout the country - many funded by LCIF grant funds. Projects include supplying medications and first aid supplies directly to the border intake facilities, food, clothing, bedding, and furniture to refugee safe houses. With more than 4 million refugees fleeing into Poland, the Lions have truly embodied what it means to serve their communities magnified by funds from LCIF. 

Let's take a moment to watch an inspiring video highlighting just a few of these efforts of the Lions in Poland – bringing safety and security to the Ukraine Citizens during their time of need. 
[Show video]

The project in Poland and many others in the countries surrounding Ukraine were made possible by the Refugees and Displaced Persons Fund, which has received donations from people and organizations around the world that support the service of Lions in these difficult times. If you want to support the Refugees and Displaced Persons Fund, visit lions clubs dot org slash humanitarianresettlement. 
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These are just a few examples of how important the foundation is the continued service of Lions.

To sum up:

LCIF grant funding magnifies the service impact of Lions. 
Grants can help Lions take on bigger projects that create more sustainable solutions and better lives for the people you serve
LCIF is YOUR global foundation, providing grant opportunities for Lions everywhere


How can YOU help?
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There are several ways that we – that YOU – as a Lion, can help ensure the future of our foundation's ability to continue empowering our service through these grant programs. 

Now I would like to introduce Christopher Plunkett to talk more about supporting your foundation.
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Thank you, KaSondra. [Introduce self]

As we transition out of Campaign 100, we must remember to continue to support the Foundation through our service by both doing AND giving. 


Supporting our Foundation by
Doing AND Giving
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YOU are one of our foundation's strongest resources, not only because of your personal donations, but also as ambassadors for the foundation, encouraging members of your clubs to support the foundation in a variety of ways, including raising awareness of LCIF, promoting LCIF grant opportunities, and the importance of continuing to support LCIF financially. 
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Behind every LCIF grant, there is a story filled with inspiration, impact and kindness. To help raise awareness of LCIF’s work, I encourage you to share your personal LCIF empowered stories with not only your fellow Lions, but also within your communities and around the world. 

We need Lions and others to understand why LCIF is so important to our mission of service. 

Read and share the stories of service made possible by LCIF on LCIF: Stories of Pride at lcifpride.org, as well as through local media outlets, social media and sharing back with the LCIF team.

We can also utilize awareness through the promotion of our partnerships and CSR.
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Just as LCIF helps Lions enhance their service, our valued partners and affiliates help us increase our ability to give. We work strategically with some of the world’s finest organizations, in an effort to maximize our capacity and funding. This means we can better support Lions to serve even more people.
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A few examples of our strong partnerships are:

Earlier this spring, Enel Green Power supported our cause of environment by planting 600 trees in York County, Pennsylvania.

In our 8th year of partnership with Anthem Foundation, they provided grants to local Lions service projects in 28 markets further supporting our cause area of hunger.  

Lastly, Aruna Abhey Oswal Trust provided an all-abilities playground at a childhood cancer hospital in Malawi.  

The generous support of corporations comes through LCIF and goes directly to support our local Lions projects.  Our greatest assets are our 1.4 million members in 200 countries, providing solutions in communities while working along side corporations.
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Promote LCIF grant opportunities to Lions and educate them on the grant application process, and grant implementation. 

Remind Lions that there is a team of dedicated staff at LCIF who are there to help with the process. Email LCIFGlobalGrants@lionsclubs.org with questions.

The LCIF website is also an excellent resource of information. Visit lionsclubs.org/grants toolkit to explore whether there is a grant program for your club, district, or multiple district – now or in the future. 

Remember to share these resources with your fellow Lions.





BUILD ON

CAMPAIGN 100 SUCCESS

| donations are

Ia

Financ

ing our

key to keep
foundat

trong!

10N S

ions Clubs International
FOUNDATION / / 38

§ L

1
0

2


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CHRIS]

There is no doubt that we made history through Campaign 100. And we should all be proud of what we were able to accomplish together. 

We must build on this momentum to ensure our foundation’s ability empower our service for generations to come. 
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The grant funding mentioned in the examples we shared today is only possible through continued support of LCIF from Lions, Leos, Lions clubs, partners and friends of the foundation. 
Our world continues to need Lions.  And Lions need funding from our global foundation to magnify the impact of their service. 

With 100% of donations going towards grants and programs, LCIF empowers the compassionate service of Lions and those who need our help.
This means that every donation, no matter the amount, is making a difference in our communities, both locally and globally. 

There are several ways that you can personally support the foundation, or encourage others to contribute to LCIF
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Several options for giving to are available. Visit lionsclubs.org/waystogive to learn more.  

First, consider making a personal donation or pledge. Or, work with your club or district to launch an online or in-person fundraising event. Facebook is an excellent way to host a fundraiser that not only encourages donations to LCIF, but also increases the visibility of the impact of our foundation with your family, friends, and community. 

LCIF is also truly honored when thoughtful Lions include us in their planned giving. There are many options, and our staff can help you find one that works for you.

Learn more during the Planned giving seminar...
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Without the generous donations of our donors, our foundation would be unable to provide the incredible levels of support that are empowering the service of Lions everywhere. And, LCIF offers special recognition for our donors through a variety of ways. 

One of our most popular recognition programs is the Melvin Jones Fellowship. 
Becoming a Melvin Jones Fellow is a distinct honor of a Lion – an honor bestowed upon you as a donor to our great foundation or as a gift from your fellow Lions to recognize your service. Or, perhaps a combination of the two. Melvin Jones Fellows are creating a better future for our world. 

Another popular recognition program is the Lions Share program that recognizes those individuals who give annually to the foundation in one of three levels. 

LCIF also offers a variety of awards for clubs, districts and corporate donors that empower Lions to put our kindness into action.

Now I would like to turn the presentation back over to Chairperson Doug for closing remarks before we open it up for questions.
�
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Thank you, Chris! (Share personal thoughts about the webinar)

That concludes today’s webinar. Now I will turn it back over to Christopher Plunkett to lead the Q and A. Please use the GoToWebinar question box to ask your question to today’s presenters.




QUESTIONS?
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[CHAIRPERSON ALEXANDER]

Closing remarks
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