







Purposes

· To Organize, charter, and supervise service clubs to be known as Lions clubs. 

· To Coordinate the activities and standardize the administration of Lions clubs. 

· To Create and foster a spirit of understanding among the peoples of the world. 

· To Promote the principles of good government and good citizenship. 

· To Take an active interest in the civic, cultural, social, and moral welfare of the community. 

· To Unite the clubs in the bonds of friendship, good fellowship, and mutual understanding. 

· To Provide a forum for the open discussion of all matters of public interest; provided, however, that partisan politics and sectarian religion shall not be debated by club members. 

· To Encourage service-minded people to serve their community without personal financial reward, and to encourage efficiency and promote high ethical standards in commerce, industry, professions, public works, and private endeavors.

Activity: Take ten minutes in your small group to discuss the purpose you have been assigned.  You may use the questions provided to structure your discussion or develop your own discussion ideas:
1. To Organize, charter, and supervise service clubs to be known as Lions clubs.

What responsibility do clubs have to pursue the extension of new clubs?

When new clubs are formed, what role should sponsoring clubs take in their development and continued progress?

2. To Coordinate the activities and standardize the administration of Lions clubs.

What role can a club or interested Lion have in ensuring that the actions of a club are in agreement with the Constitution & By-laws of the association?

What resources are available to clubs to ensure that they are adhering to LCI policy?

3. To Create and foster a spirit of understanding among the peoples of the world.

Think back over the last ten years of in history, what events were caused by misunderstanding between people?  Explain.

How might Lions clubs foster a spirit of understanding especially in a situation where there is conflict?  Try to give specific examples.

Purposes (Continued)
4. To Promote the principles of good government and good citizenship.

What are some principles of good government?

What is one example of good citizenship?

What are some ways Lions clubs can promote good government and good citizenship?
5. To Take an active interest in the civic, cultural, social, and moral welfare of the community.

How can a Lions club take an active interest in each of these areas?  Try to give an example of each.

Is this purpose common practice in your club?  Explain.

6. To Unite the clubs in the bonds of friendship, good fellowship, and mutual understanding.

What might cause tension between different clubs? Why?

What actions can be taken top promote good relationships between clubs?
7. To Provide a forum for the open discussion of all matters of public interest; provided, however, that partisan politics and sectarian religion shall not be debated by club members.

To what degree might this be important in your geographic area?

Why do you feel the founding fathers of the association included this purpose?

8. To Encourage service-minded people to serve their community without personal financial reward, and to encourage efficiency and promote high ethical standards in commerce, industry, professions, public works, and private endeavors.

Are people generally service-minded? Explain.

Do people generally have high ethical standards?  Give examples.

Do you feel Lions clubs have a positive influence on your community?  How might they be a stronger force?

Code of Ethics
· To Show my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious application to the end that I may merit a reputation for quality of service. 

· To Seek success and to demand all fair remuneration or profit as my just due, but to accept no profit or success at the price of my own self-respect lost because of unfair advantage taken or because of questionable acts on my part. 

· To Remember that in building up my business it is not necessary to tear down another's; to be loyal to my clients or customers and true to myself. 

· Whenever a doubt arises as to the right or ethics of my position or action towards others, to resolve such doubt against myself. 

· To Hold friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true friendship exists not on account of the service performed by one another, but that true friendship demands nothing but accepts service in the spirit in which it is given. 

· Always to bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, my state, and my community, as to give them my unswerving loyalty in word, act, and deed. To give them freely of my time, labor and means. 

· To Aid others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the weak, and my substance to the needy. 

· To Be Careful with my criticism and liberal with my praise; to build up and not destroy. 

 Activity: Take ten minutes in your small group to create a role play that can serve as an example of a Lion either practicing or not practicing the specific ethic(s) you have been assigned.  Be prepared to share your scenarios with the entire group.

Example: A member of your club is very active on club committees and projects, but brags about overcharging customers in her own business.

Lions Organization
Activity: Using the flipchart paper provided, take ten minutes in your small group to create a graphical interpretation of Lions Clubs International as you see the association.  Be prepared to explain your interpretation to the entire group.
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Session Objectives








At the end of the session, participants will be able to: 


Identify significant events in LCI history


Apply the Lions Mission Statement, Code of Ethics, and Purposes


Recognize the structure of the association


Describe the benefits of Lions membership














 





 





 





 





 





 





 





       





       





      





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





Be Creative!


























