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Stories from the Field
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Moderator
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Erica Roche
Senior Program Development Specialist
Lions Clubs International



• This webinar is being recorded.  The recording and presentation will be 
available later this week on the Lions International Virtual webpage: 
lionsclubs.org/virtual

• Your microphone has been muted and will remain so for the duration of this 
webinar

• Have a question? Submit it your question to youthexchange@lionsclubs.org
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Important information about this webinar
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Meet Today’s Presenters

Lion Katie Labrie
District A-2 Canada

Leo Francisco Ahmad
District O2 Argentina

Leo Lion Board Liaison
Ulli Herrmann

District 111 NH Germany

Past Leo-Lion Board Liaison 
Potter Ka Kai Fong

District 308 B1 Malaysia Lion Emily Struik
District 201N1 Australia

Lion Omar Ramadan
District 352 Egypt
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District A2, Canada
YCE Participant – 2007
Host– 2015, 2016, 2019
Counsellor – 2017, 2018, 2019

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for the chance to be a part of this webinar to celebrate such an amazing program! I have been fortunate to be a part of Youth Exchange for the past 15 years, starting as a student on exchange then hosting students in my home and most recently as a counsellor at our districts camp.
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A YCE Journey: Youth/ Host/ Counsellor

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My experience with YCE is never far from my mind but I really enjoyed the opportunity to reflect on my experiences for this webinar. The photo on the left is our camp in Croatia taking part of a service project, in the middle is our first exchange student, Jesper, enjoying the Canada Day parade with my son, and on the right I am surrounded by happy campers after we completed a ziplining adventure! (next slide) .



• Welcomed with open arms

• Explored cities & nature

• Cultural exchange

• Opportunity for leadership

• Awareness of overcoming 
adversity

• Living history museum

Family, 
Friendship, 

History & Beauty
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a university student of Classical History, I chose Croatia for its history, culture and small size (compared to Canada!) I hoped to make the most of this chance to travel and see as much of the country as I could.  I hadn't travelled solo before but with the support of the YCE program, my parents and I knew that I'd be safe and from the moment my host sister welcomed me at the airport, it felt like family!  I had the opportunity of two host families, with the camp taking place in between my stays.  There was a bit of a culture shock (and significant jet lag) but kindness needs no translation.  My stay in the capital of Zagreb was certainly different from my small farm town at home and the lack of internet made communicating difficult but I was in my glory. I visited fresh markets and hung out with my 'sister' and her friends. I was welcomed by the extended family at a delicious bbq and generally made to feel special and part of the family. I was surprised to find out that my host 'mom' was the Lion in the family  & although looking back, there were female Lions at home, I didn't realize it until this trip that I wanted to be, and could be a Lion too. 
My camp stay was very different from the camp I knew at home. We stayed in hotels and travelled by air-conditioned bus! We travelled most of the Northern part of the country experiencing the high-lights and learning about each other's culture. Because English is my first (and sadly only) language, I often found myself in a position to help explain things to the other campers. I enjoyed this opportunity for leadership, especially as I was one of the oldest campers. 
After my camp stay, my 2nd host family lived in the south, near the coast. We enjoyed the beauty of the beaches and parks, an open air music festival and they took me to a Roman Emperor's palace so I could see the history I studied at university. They also were renovating a farm that had been ravaged by their recent war. I could see the evidence of the adversity they had overcome and it gave me perspective on the privilege I have enjoyed. 
The cultural exchange is such an important part of the YCE and both the host and the hosted are richer for it. (next slide please)
� 
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Insight Informed Improvement

The perspective I gained on the value of peace, 
the privilege of education & technology and 
the power of kindness has impacted my life 

for the better ever since.

I had the opportunity to expand my leadership 
skills, to see what perseverance & passion can 

achieve and to bring that experience back to share 
with my community.

The insights gained have shaped the way I am 
as a host and as a counsellor.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Being a part of this program provided so much more than just a wonderful experience. The perspective I gained on the value of peace, the privilege of education and technology and the power of kindness has impacted my life for the better ever since. I had the opportunity to expand my leadership skills, to see what perseverance and passion can achieve and to bring that experience back to share with my community.  The insights gained have shaped the way I am as a host and as a counsellor. I think it helps to remember that although the students are kids, they are also young adults, future leaders and that we have the perk of being a part of their story.



• 4 students

• Denmark, Greece, 
Australia and France

• Important part of our 
family

• Proud to stay in touch and 
see how they are 
contributing to humanity

Hosting the World

9

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Setting up my own home, I knew I wanted to host a student. Most hosts in our area have children that are grown, but my kiddos weren't even in school yet. I wasn't deterred though because I remembered how a youth in my Croatia exchange was hosted with a mom with a young son and he really enjoyed his experience. 
Our first student, Jesper from Denmark was 20, and coached kids soccer back home, he also had similar tech interests to my husband and enjoyed cooking so we thought he would be a great fit for our family and boy did we hit the jackpot! He was a dream student, not only in our home, but also at the camp, where he expanded his leadership skills and included everyone in the fun.  We didn't think we could beat our experience the next year, but Chara from Greece brought her warm personality, her mom's recipe's and was beautiful inside and out. She is a credit to her family, her country and our camp was richer with her presence. Ted from Australia was a different experience as we hosted him during our winter holiday and therefore over Christmas. Edouard from France was our most recent student. Both boys were 15 when they came and had their hearts set on experiencing the big city of Toronto so we got to play tourist with them! 
I'm so grateful for technology like Facebook where we can stay and touch and see how they are getting on in their lives as they graduate and find their path in life, Jesper is now a practicing physician! 
�
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Camp 
Counsellor/Manager 
of Opportunities and 
Memories aka MOM
• Focus on friendships
• Mutual respect
• Fostering leadership
• Highlighting what makes 

our area and our Lions
Clubs special

• Celebrating what makes
our campers special

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Bill Evers Friendship Camp of district A-2 is really something special though. Every year, our team thinks we can't possibly be blessed to have another 20 kids that are amazing, yet every year, we do! Our camp is rustic and humble, but what we lack in luxuries is made up for with the depth of friendships that are formed during their stay. Our focus is on the friendships first, mutual respect, fostering leadership and making the most of the opportunity to make memories. The kids are assigned to teams that encourage them to get to know each other through games of sport and intellect, they contribute to the whole by making breakfast for everyone at least once. The accommodations are tight and they need to share the space in their cabins but often end up sitting altogether around the campfire singing songs or storytelling. Seeing them blossom from shy teenagers, possibly entitled, to self-aware young adults never gets old for me. At camp I am their MOM. I expect them to follow the rules, respect everyone but I also encourage them to join in, find their voice, try something new! I treat them like young adults and many times I find them seeking me out to talk in confidence, maybe it's my age, I guess it wasn’t that long ago that I was in their position.
 The camp life is exhausting as it is exhilarating and I have missed it dearly these last two years, I can't wait to meet our next group of future leaders in 2022!!
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District O2, Argentina
YCE Participant– 2018
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First stop: YCE France 2018
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Ahmad Host Family
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YCE brothers

• Simone, Italy, 2018

• Francesca, Italy, 2019

• Carolina, México, 2020
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YCE Camp Eldorado 2019
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YCE Camp Eldorado 2019
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• Nature

• Environmental care

• Teamwork

Different 
realities
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“Words are never enough 
when what needs to be 
said overflows the soul”
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Julio Cortázar
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Past Leo-Lion Board Liaison 
Potter Ka Kai Fong
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District 308 B1, Malaysia
YCE Participant – 2011
Host Family– 2012
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My Youth Exchange Experience to Japan, 2011
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Three hosting families in 26 days
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What to expect in YCE?

• Share your stories
• Learn new culture
• Interact with local person
• Celebrate local festival
• Enjoy local food
• Have fun!!!



• Yukikaki (Snow Clearing)

• Udon Noodle Making

YCE Experiences



YCE Experiences

• Visiting local newspaper 
factory

• Sumo Competition



Visit to local leaders
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Courtesy visit to City Mayor 
of Yokote City, Japan

Meet the YCE Chairperson 
& District Governor



My Journey after 
Youth Exchange 2011
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Hosting Youth Camps
as local committee (2012)

• Discussion

• Local Tour

• Cultural Exchange

• Service Projects

• Farewell Dinner

Presenter
Presentation Notes





Hosting Youth Exchange Visitors
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Reiki Kato
Hokkaido, Japan

(Year 2014)

Kei Ogata
Kumamoto, Japan

(Year 2017)
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• Keep in touch with your hosting families

• Share your stories on social media

• Volunteer at local YCE program

• Promote YCE program to your friends

The YCE Journey 
doesn’t end here…



Lion Emily Struik
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District 201N1, Australia
YCE Host Family– 1998-2002 & 
2014-2019
District YCE Chairperson– 2015
Multiple District YCE Host Family 
Coordinator– 2017-2019
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My Lions Youth Exchange Journey: 1998-1999 

• Article in Milton – Ulladulla Times about hosting 
youth from overseas

• My family 

• Ulladulla-Milton Lions Club host youth from around 
the world in July – August

• Joined Lions November 1999



• Youth from Japan and 
Malaysia hosted by 
Ulladulla Milton Lions Club

December 1998
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2000-2002

• Youth choose whether they wanted to attend a 
camp 

• 6 week exchange 

• Life experiences for youth very different 

• Relying on photos to record experiences 
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Perceptions About Australia

• Australia is a small country so it is easy to visit 
places such as Ulura and the Great Barrier Reef

• Sydney is the capital of Australia 

• Kangaroos are found everywhere 

• Dangerous creatures (spiders etc) are found 
everywhere 
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2014

• Rejoined Lions and became a charter member of 
Urunga Lions Club

• Lions Youth Exchange Program was adopted as a 
club project 

• Chose to host 2 youth at a time as I no longer had 
children at home
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Youth I Have Hosted: 2014-2019

• Each year I hosted youth for periods of 1-3 weeks

• July: Europe (usually the Netherlands) 

• August: Japan

• December – January: Malaysia, New Zealand, 
Japan

• 30 youth hosted 
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Youth I Have Hosted: 2014-2019 continued

• Facebook became the key way to record my 
experiences with the youth I hosted

• Family and friends were able to share the Youth 
Exchange journey with the youth I hosted as it was 
happening 

• A permanent record of exchange that is easily 
accessible 
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Travel

• Public transport is limited

• Distances are large

• Time is limited
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Travel

• Day trip to Port Macquarie (300km return) to get up 
‘close and personal’ with Australian wildlife

- Koala Hospital

- Billabong Koala & Wildlife Park



• Home for koalas injured in 
accidents, bushfires etc 
and also treatment centre 
for koalas that are to be 
released into the wild

Koala Hospital
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Australian Marsupials
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Baby Dingo

Shrek – saltwater crocodile 
who came from the Northern 
Territory 
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Wattle – Floral Emblem of Australia
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You have to try Vegemite!

• You may be smiling 
beforehand, but there 
were very few smiles 
afterwards.



Regular BBQs are an Integral Part of the Urunga Lions Club Activities 
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Assisting Another Lions Club in the Area is Very Common
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• Australian’s enjoy the 
‘great outdoors’ and 
many clubs have taken 
responsibility for 
creating parks for 
people to gather for a 
barbeque.
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• Youth enjoy a visit to 
Sydney and Australia’s 
most famous beach –
Bondi!

• More than 1000km 
drive
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• Australia has many 
fantastic beaches and 
Lions Clubs make use 
of them



m Lion Omar Ramadan
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District 352, Egypt
YCE Participant– 2017, 2018
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YCE in Turkey (2017)
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Host family welcome in Turkey

Host family adventure
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YCE in Germany (2018)



Host family welcome in Germany
Host family adventure



Start of the youth camp in Turkey



Start of the youth camp in Germany



True friendship & a 
second family



Participating in 
country traditions

Traditional marriage in 
Turkey
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Leo Lion Board Liaison
Ulrike “Ulli” Herrmann
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District 111 NH, Germany
YCE Participant– 2011, 2012
Camp Assistant and Leader – 2012, 
2014, 2015, 2017, 2019
Host Family– 2012
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Participant

• Camp Koala Australia 
2011

• Camp Yukon & Alaska 
2012



• Camp 111N

• Camp 106C Leo

Organizer
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Hosting

[Beaver Tails in Banff, Canada]

Hosting makes waves

• Family involvement
• Longterm relationship
• Changing Lives
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Life after Camp



Thank You

© 2020 Lions Clubs International 67

Please reach out to youthexchange@lionsclubs.org
with any questions, and for more information.

mailto:youthexchange@lionsclubs.org
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