
 

 

Lions Mark World Sight Day in China with Community-Wide Events 

OAK BROOK, Illinois, USA , August 29, 2011– Lions Clubs International will mark the 13th annual 
Lions World Sight Day in Shenzhen, China, on October 9, 2011. Lions Clubs International 
President Wing-Kun Tam will take part in the events. 

This year, Lions expect to screen and provide eyeglasses to thousands of children, elderly and 
migrant workers and inaugurate the Lions Low Vision Clinic at the Shenzhen Disabled Persons' 
Federation. Eye care professionals and Lions from Shenzhen, Guangdong and Hong Kong will be 
volunteering at the screening. 

Lions will also hold a press conference to announce the results of their many years’ of SightFirst 
activities in China and launch SightFirst China Action III. New programs include an elimination of 
blinding trachoma project and grant as well as low vision model development program. 
President Tam, members of the LCIF Board of Trustees, Lions throughout China, representatives 
from the Chinese and local municipal governments, Ministry of Health, China Disabled Persons' 
Federation and World Health Organization will participate. Lions partners in China, including 
Bausch + Lomb and Essilor are also expected to take part in these events, as well as the Hong 
Kong College of Opthalmologists and Hong Kong Society for the Blind. Journalists from Hong 
Kong and throughout China will cover the event. 

In addition to the vision activities, Lions, government officials and community members, will 
plant trees throughout Lotus Hill Park in Shenzhen. This is part of Lions’ efforts to extend their 
commitment to humanitarian services through overall community improvement and to channel 
community spirit. 

A press conference is also scheduled on October 6 in Hong Kong. 

“Lions have a long-standing commitment to meeting the needs of their community. We’ve 
helped restore sight to more than 5 million in China through cataract surgeries, but we’ve also 
done a number of other projects to improve communities throughout China and around the 
world,” said President Tam. “Lions World Sight Day is an opportunity to again highlight our 
SightFirst past and future successes while also demonstrating our commitment to humanitarian 
service overall.” 

SightFirst is Lions' most ambitious and most successful initiative, funded through Lions Clubs 
International Foundation. SightFirst China Action was established when LCIF partnered with the 
China State Council Coordination Committee on Disability and two of its subsidiaries, the 
Ministry of Health and the China Disabled Persons’ Federation. The partnership forged a strong 
relationship between Lions Clubs International (LCI) and the Chinese government. 



 

 

 

Lions have a long history of working with the Chinese government to provide humanitarian 
service, and the success of SightFirst China Action helped establish LCI in 2002 as the first and 
only international volunteer service club organization to be officially recognized by the Chinese 
government. Today, there are more than 11,000 Lions clubs members in China, Hong Kong and 
Macau. It is the fastest growing area for Lions membership growth. These Lions played a 
significant role in the development and success of SightFirst China Action. 

According to the World Health Organization, there are an estimated 124 million people in the 
world with low vision. About one-fourth of these people would benefit from low vision services. 
In many countries, availability of low vision services is very limited. Through SightFirst, Lions 
have restored sight to nearly 8 million people worldwide through cataract surgeries, prevented 
serious vision loss for 30 million people and improved eye care services for hundreds of 
millions. 

World Sight Day is an international event, which Lions launched in 1998. The event has since 
grown to include hundreds of eye health care non-governmental organizations worldwide. 
Additional activities are planned by Lions around the world to educate communities about the 
need to conquer blindness and preserve sight, as well as to collect eyeglasses and to conduct 
vision screenings. 

For Lions World Sight Day in the past, local Lions clubs provided diabetic retinopathy and 
glaucoma screenings for Native Americans on the Navajo Nation in Arizona, screened the vision 
children in Bosnia and Herzegovina, conducted cataract screenings and surgeries in 
Madagascar, screened high-risk populations for diabetes and diabetic retinopathy in California, 
and scheduled programs to educate community members about what can be done to prevent 
vision loss in countries around the world.  


