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The LCIF Disaster Relief Grant program provides 
financial support to Lions and their partners 
engaged in natural disaster preparedness, 

response and recovery efforts.
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We Know How to Help…Because It’s HOME

We know the geography-

the houses, streets, parks and schools.

We know the people-

we call them neighbor and friend.

We know the businesses-

we own and operate them.

We know our community leaders-

we partner with them to improve education,

health care and other social services.

We know the caretakers-

we help fund their efforts to protect the

community and provide for the sick, 

disabled, homeless and poor.

Lions are uniquely positioned to provide meaningful assistance after a natural disaster because they live in

and are connected to the community – its people, businesses, government, and social services. When 

disaster strikes, we know what to do. And, with help from LCIF, Lions and their partners plan and prepare

for future events, respond with urgency, and remain invested until HOmE is fully restored. 
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PILOT PROGRAM GOALS

PILOT PROGRAM FUNDING OPTIONS

Because Lions worldwide continue to prioritize disaster relief as one of their most important local service activities, LCIF
now offers a wider variety of funding options to help enhance and expand their efforts. This pilot project will determine
the effectiveness of new grants designed to:

This pilot program offers Lions a variety of funding options to support participation in different phases of emergency
management based on the needs of their community and the skills, interests, and availability of their local membership. 
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The new disaster grant programs will be piloted in the United States, Latin America and Asia between February 2014 

and march 2015, while “traditional” emergency grants are available for all other regions. requests for funding under the new

grant programs will be considered on a first-come, first-serve basis and, as with all LCIF grants, funds will be awarded to

projects that most closely align with the grant criteria. While Lions may not apply for the major Catastrophe grants directly,

LCIF may also award these grants to supplement disaster grant funds in the case of catastrophic events. The new grants

will be assessed once all pilot funds are awarded and/or in march 2015, whichever comes first, after which the grant criteria

will be refined and the program will launch globally.

Lions are most effective when they appoint, train, and engage leaders, like Lions ALERT chairpersons, to help plan and

lead disaster response and recovery efforts. 

Strengthen local project coordination 

Lions maximize the investment of grant funds and have a greater impact in the community when they partner with local

agencies to identify needs and determine their role long before disaster strikes.

Lions are most successful when they take into consideration the unique skills, interests and availability of their local

membership.

Encourage and support advance planning

Leverage Lions strengths
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PILOT PROGRAM CRITERIA & APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

The following criteria apply to all disaster grant types. Additional criteria and application requirements specific to each
grant type outlined on the next pages.

1. LCIF Disaster Grants are available to Lions districts. requests from undistricted regions will be considered on a

case-by-case basis. Individual clubs may not apply.

2. LCIF Disaster Grants are intended to help Lions plan for or respond to natural disasters affecting more than 100

people, including tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, typhoons, monsoons, ice storms, wildfires, flooding and

similar events. 

3. LCIF Disaster Grant funds must be used for the original intended purpose of each grant type and within the 

specified time period unless given an extension by LCIF. 

4. LCIF Disaster Grants of any kind shall not be given or used to provide direct cash assistance to disaster victims.

Numerous other agencies exist principally for that purpose. In most cases, an LCIF Disaster Grant is not sufficient

to effectively provide for a victim’s needs.

5. Likewise, LCIF and Lions, in using LCIF Disaster Grant funds, shall not seek to be a primary relief agency nor 

shall it duplicate the work of such agencies, nor assume the responsibilities of governments, insurance carriers 

or private efforts.

6. receipt of one type of LCIF Disaster Grant does not necessarily preclude further application being made for other

grant types, except in the case of Emergency response and Community recovery Grants when applicants may

apply for either one, but not both for the same disaster. 

7. Initial inquiries and/or grant requests should be made via e-mail, fax or phone. requests from executive officers

of LCI shall be given priority based upon personal witness to the natural disaster.

8. The LCIF Chairperson has approval authority for disaster grants totaling less than US$20,000, so requests may 

be considered at any time.

9. A grant recipient shall be obligated, as soon as reasonably possible, to supply all information required under the

usual grant application process as a condition of acceptance of the grant.

10. Upon completion of the project, the multiple district or district recipient shall send LCIF any unused funds and a

detailed report of how funds were expended, along with the appropriate receipts and supporting documentation.

Outstanding final reports may delay consideration of subsequent LCIF grant requests of any kind.
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DISASTER PREPAREDNESS GRANTS

This grant is for Lions districts interested in partnering with local authorities and other

community organizations to plan and prepare for future relief efforts.

Amount & Additional Criteria Eligible Expenses

US$5,000-10,000

Available year round, but districts 

may apply only once between 

February 2014 – march 2015

Local funds must account for a 

minimum of 10 percent of the 

grant request

priority will be given to districts 

susceptible to regular and repeated 

natural disasters and those that 

appoint ALErT chairpersons

Grant funds may be available to support one or more of the following:

- participation in local emergency response or ALErT training programs

- Stockpiling of key materials & supplies for future response including 

assembly of an ALErT Kit

- Coordination of blood collection drives

- Advance support for first responders, food banks, medical facilities & 

shelters

- public relations and outreach activities to encourage community 

preparedness

- meeting and travel expenses associated with disaster planning at

county/state/provincial/regional levels

Application Requirements

To apply for a Disaster Preparedness Grant, please provide a separate proposal with the following information:

1. Detail the history of natural disaster activity in the project area, including type, frequency and severity.

2. Describe, and provide if possible, the current/existing emergency plan in the project area for both Lions and 

other local agencies and organizations.

3. Describe Lion involvement, if any, in prior relief work in the project area.

4. Explain how and why Lions intend to support disaster preparedness efforts in the project area and provide a 

timeline, budget and project management contact list. 

5. please explain how Lions plan to publicize and/or identify their preparatory efforts.

6. Indicate how many communities and/or individuals will potentially be served by the execution of these 

preparedness activities.

7. Include the endorsement of the District Governor and ALErT Chairperson, or equivalent.

For more information on disaster preparedness and Lions Alert, go to www.lionsclubs.org/alert.
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE GRANTS

This grant is for Lions districts interested in providing immediate aid through the 

distribution of critical provisions.

Amount & Additional Criteria Eligible Expenses

US$5,000-10,000, with potential 

for an additional US$10,000 with 

demonstrated need, advance 

planning, and ALErT leadership

may be requested up to 30 days 

after an event, for use within 30 

days receipt of funds

rESpONSE grant recipients may not

request rECOVEry grants for the 

same event

Grant funds may be available to support one or more of the following:

- purchase of food, water, clothing, medicine and cleaning supplies 

for select group(s) of disaster victims

- purchase of critical supplies for first responders, relief workers and/or 

local police, fire and rescue agencies

- purchase of critical supplies for local medical facilities, homeless shelters,

food banks, temporary housing sites and homes for the elderly

- Coordination of emergency blood collection drives

- related public relations activities

Application Requirements

To apply for a Emergency Response Grant, please provide a separate proposal with the following information:

1. Indicate when and where the disaster occurred.

2. Describe the extent of damage, deaths and injuries. please indicate the number of homes and families 

affected.

3. Describe the status of immediate relief efforts underway by local authorities, relief agencies and Lions.

4. Outline the Lions’ plan of action to support immediate relief and provide a timeline, budget and project 

management contact list.

5. Indicate how many individuals/families will be served by the project.

6. please explain how Lions plan to publicize and/or identify their immediate relief efforts.

7. Include the endorsement of the District Governor and ALErT Chairperson, or equivalent.
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COMMUNITY RECOVERY GRANTS

This grant is for Lions districts interested in supporting short-term clean-up and 

repair efforts because other organizations have already met immediate needs.

Amount & Additional Criteria Eligible Expenses

Up to US$20,000

may be requested up to 60 days 

following an event, for use within 

45 days of the receipt of funds

rECOVEry grant recipients may not

request rESpONSE grants for the 

same event

priority will be given to applicant 

districts with ALErT leadership

Grant funds may be available to support one or more of the following:

- Equipment & supplies for debris removal

- Equipment & supplies for minor repair & refurbishment of groups of

homes, medical facilities, schools, homes for the elderly and other 

public institutions

- Coordination of blood collection drives

- Temporary/mobile eye care clinics for disaster victims to replace lost

glasses & contacts

- related public relations activities

- Construction projects are not eligible

Application Requirements

To apply for a Community Recovery Grant, please provide a separate proposal with the following information:

1. Indicate when and where the disaster occurred.

2. Describe the extent of damage and current relief efforts underway by local authorities, relief agencies and Lions.

3. Outline the Lions’ plan of action to use the grant for clean-up and initial repair and reconstruction and provide a

timeline, budget and project management contact list.

4. Indicate how many families/individuals will be served by the project.

5. please explain how Lions plan to publicize and/or identify the proposed project.

6. Include the endorsement of the District Governor and ALErT Chairperson, or equivalent.
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STANDARD GRANTS

This grant is for Lions districts interested in helping to rebuild or replace critical public

service institutions and services after immediate and short-term needs are met.

Amount & Additional Criteria Eligible Expenses

From a minimum of US$7,500 up 

to a maximum of US$75,000

Local funds must account for no less

than 50 percent of the total project

budget for districts in developed 

countries and 25 percent for district 

in developing countries

The LCIF Board of Trustees reviews

applications three times each year.

refer to application deadlines 

available on www.lcif.org.

Grant funds may be available to support one or more of the following:

- reconstruction of critical public service institutions including medical 

facilities, schools and centers for the elderly or disabled

- replacement of major equipment and furnishings damaged or destroyed 

by the disaster at public institutions

Application Requirements

Please refer to the LCIF Standard Grant Application available to download at: 

http://www.lcif.org/EN/_files/pdfs/lcif27.pdf







WE SUPPORT LIONS AND THEIR 
COMMUNITIES IN TIMES OF NEED.

Lions Clubs International Foundation
Humanitarian Grants Department
300 West 22nd Street
Oak Brook, IL 60523-8842 USA

To learn more about this program and how to submit a proposal,

please contact:

Telephone: (630) 203-3819
Fax: (630) 571-5735
Website: www.lcif.org
lcif@lionsclubs.org
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