
The Honorable [REPRESENTATIVE’S NAME]  
[REPRESENTATIVE’S OFFICE ADDRESS] 
Washington, DC 20515  
 
Dear Rep. [REPRESENTATIVE’S LAST NAME],  
 
As a constituent of your congressional district, I urge your support for H.R. 2432, the Volunteer 
Organization Protection Act (VOPA) introduced by Rep. Steve Chabot. The primary purpose of the bill is 
to amend the Volunteer Protection Act of 1997 by protecting volunteer organizations from being held 
vicariously liable in instances where the organization had nothing to do with an event that caused harm.  
 
All too often, the protections afforded to individual volunteers under the 1997 Act have been 
circumvented by legal rules that are designed for employers but in fact endanger both community 
service volunteers and their respective organizations. Community-based, decentralized, non-profit 
organizations often have limited financial resources for direct support of volunteers involved in local 
service work, yet they are tasked with performing services that people need. The “vicarious-liability” 
rules in question are designed to hold employers liable for the actions of their employees, but they 
make little sense when applied to volunteer non-profit organizations that are dragged into litigation 
over an event with no real connection to the purposes or activities of their volunteers.  
 
Please note that this bill does not impede states’ rights. There is a safety valve to protect states’ rights in 
the original Volunteer Protection Act of 1997 that allows states to opt out of the VPA in its entirety.  It is 
not necessary for a state to pass its own volunteer act.  The state legislature must merely enact a law 
stating that the state will opt out of the VPA. 
 
H.R. 2432 would merely prevent the application of these rules to non-profit organizations that conduct 
their activities primarily using volunteers and who did not expressly authorize the harm-producing 
activity in anticipation of raising charitable funds or performing services to the community.  Neither 
does it raise the standard of liability for organizations. 
 
H.R. 2432 is a positive bill that will help ensure the long-term viability of service organizations in their 
primary mission of addressing vital community needs without relying on the federal government for 
services.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

[FIRST NAME] [LAST NAME] 

[STREET ADDRESS] 

[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP] 


