
Lions Clubs International and the GAVI Alliance 

Partner to Protect Children

Lions Clubs International and the GAVI Alliance announced a unique 

partnership in 2013 designed to protect tens of millions of children in 

the world’s poorest countries against measles, a highly infectious 

disease that kills an estimated 335 people every day. 

n Lions Clubs International Foundation has committed to raising US$30 million

and mobilizing its membership to improve local access to vaccines through 

the GAVI Alliance.

n Through the GAVI Matching Fund, the UK’s Department for International 

Development and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation will match Lions’ 

funding, bringing the total to US$60 million. 

n More than 114 million children will be vaccinated through the partnership.

Measles is a global and local fight

The GAVI Alliance brings global partners together to secure sustainable 

funding and adequate supply of quality vaccines, while Lions Clubs 

International provides funding and a global network of 1.35 million members 

who play a key social-mobilization role in many impacted communities.

n GAVI and local Lions work with ministries of health in developing countries 

to ensure children are vaccinated against measles and rubella. 

n Lions work with local leaders, coordinate community-level publicity and 

serve as volunteers at vaccination centers during immunization campaigns.

n Local Lions have been active during GAVI-supported measles and 

measles-rubella immunization campaigns in Ghana, Nigeria, Senegal, 

and Bangladesh. Lions will be active in measles-rubella campaigns in 

Tanzania and Burkina Faso later this year.

Measles is deadly but preventable

The GAVI-Lions Clubs partnership focuses on increasing access to immunization

through Lions’ social mobilization efforts and strengthening routine health 

systems, including the introduction of a second dose of the measles vaccine for

maximum protection. GAVI provides the measles and rubella (German measles)

vaccine in a single shot.

n Measles kills about 122,000 people annually, mostly children under age five. 

n Measles and rubella can be prevented with a safe and inexpensive vaccine.

n The measles-rubella vaccine funded by GAVI costs around 50 US cents per dose.


