
• 400 people die each day from
measles or 16 deaths every hour 

• Most measles deaths occur in 
unvaccinated children under 
the age of five

• 30 percent of survivors 
experience complications 

• When one person has measles, 90 percent of those they
come into contact with will become infected, if they have
not been vaccinated or have not previously contracted the
disease

• For US$1, a child can be vaccinated against measles

5 Measles Facts 
To Know
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For more information, updates and fundraising

tools, please visit www.lcif.org.

“This new partnership will bring us another step closer 

     to effectively tackling measles. Teaming up with the vast

network of Lions Clubs worldwide will allow Gavi to

immunize more children with the measles-rubella vaccine, ultimately reducing

the number of measles deaths and cases of Congenital Rubella Syndrome.”

– Dr. Seth Berkley, CEO, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance

“One of the challenges of the fight against

measles, and of immunization in general, is

that you’ve got to keep at it. You’ve got to be relentless, tireless…You don’t

vaccinate once. You do it year, after year, after year. As long as you do,

children are safe. But when you stop, children die.”

– William H. Gates Sr., Co-chair, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 

speaking to Lions at the 2011 Lions Clubs International Convention

“The funds raised by Lions Members and matched by the UK

will mean that millions of children will lead healthier and happier

lives, able to better contribute to their communities.” 

– Justine Greening, UK’s Secretary of State for 

International Development 

OUR PARTNERS
Lions are proud to partner with organizations
that are leading the effort to end measles. 
Together, we are making measles history.

Help Us Stop
Measles Now.

ONE SHOT,
ONE LIFE

THE LIONS MEASLES INITIATIVE



Measles is one of the most contagious yet easily prevented

diseases in the world. It is still very much a deadly threat 

to people in areas that lack access to vaccinations. In fact,

measles is a leading cause of vaccine-preventable deaths

among children. The World Health Organization (WHO) 

estimates more than 145,000 deaths a year still occur due 

to measles. 

For US$1, a child can be immunized against measles for

life, making the vaccine potentially the most cost-effective

health intervention available. Ending measles can be a 

reality, but your help is needed. Lions have engaged in a long-

term partnership with Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, committing

US$30 million towards the fight against measles by our 100th

anniversary in 2017.

THE PROBLEM

In 2000, before the Measles Initiative was formed, more

than 562,000 children died each year due to measles 

complications. Fortunately, between 2000 and 2013 

increased access to vaccinations reduced measles deaths 

by 75 percent worldwide. In 2013, about 84 percent of 

children worldwide received a vaccination by their first

birthday. But 330 children still die each day from measles.

Today, Lions, LCIF and our partners

are hard at work, reaching those

children who have not yet been

vaccinated. Since becoming 

involved in the fight against

measles in 2010, Lions and our

partners have helped to vaccinate

millions of children. Through our

newest partnership with Gavi,

millions more children will 

receive the vaccination.

THERE IS HOPE

Through the partnership with Gavi, Lions will continue to

provide financial support to deliver needed vaccinations,

social mobilization and advocacy efforts in the fight against

measles and rubella. When you donate to Lions Measles

Initiative, your donation will be matched 1 to 1 by the 

Gavi Matching Fund, which is financially supported by the

United Kingdom’s Department for International Development

(DFID) and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. This

matching program doubles the impact of your gift, bringing

the total to US$60 million. Through our joint efforts with

Gavi and other partners, we will increase access to quality

immunization services at every level – globally, nationally

and locally – to benefit children around the world.  

A NEW CHALLENGE

Your donation to One Shot, One Life:

Lions Measles Initiative is matched

dollar for dollar. To make a donation,

visit www.lcif.org/donate.


