
“Champions” Lions Club
“Champions” Lions clubs in support of Special Olympics 
focus on serving and empowering individuals with 
intellectual disabilities. Together, Special Olympics and 
Lions Clubs International are prepared to not only improve 
the vision of persons with intellectual disabilities across the 
world, but also integrate LCI’s organizational structures to 
provide increased service opportunities to persons of all 
abilities. “Champions” Lions clubs, a type of special interest 
club, model how Lions Clubs International is the leading 
service organization both in numbers and scope.
 
WIDESPREAD SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
The global partnership between Lions Clubs International and 
Special Olympics began in 2001 with the expansion of the Opening 
Eyes vision care program. Funded by Lions Clubs International 
Foundation (LCIF), more than US$30 million has gone toward 
protecting sight and preventing blindness in Special Olympics 
athletes from all over the world. Since 2001:
•  Over 350,000 Special Olympic athletes have received the quality 

vision care they deserve
•  More than 110,000 athletes have received prescription eyewear 
•  Over 30,000 Lions worldwide have volunteered their time and 

talents to Special Olympics, demonstrating the motto, “We 
Serve.”

 
“Champions” Lions clubs not only have the opportunity to support 
Opening Eyes, they can further support Special Olympics athletes 
through the Healthy Athletes® initiative, inclusive sports model, 
early childhood development initiatives, family health seminars, 
monetary donations, volunteer support at Games, and so much 
more! “Champions” Lions clubs also play a key role during Special 
Olympics athletic events through hands-on support and can further 
enhance the lives of Special Olympics Athletes and their families 
through potential projects listed below: 
•  Providing high quality Special Olympics vision screening and 

follow up services
• Volunteering at local games and regional tournaments
• Be fans in the stands at Special Olympics events
•  Promote engagement and inclusive sports opportunities for Leos
•  Organize, and serve as guest speakers at, Family Health Forums 

to educate families of individuals with intellectual disabilities 
•   Being a community-based resource for athletes and their families
• Become a coach or official at sports training and Games
• Be a mentor to a trained athlete leader
 
Persons with intellectual disabilities should also be encouraged to 
be members of the “Champions” Lions club you are forming. 
 

REAL CHAMPIONS
In 2010, Lions Clubs International and Special 
Olympics collaboratively selected the word 
“Champions” to designate Lions clubs with a 
primary focus on Special Olympics related projects 
that engage persons with intellectual disabilities. 
“Champions” Lions clubs support Special Olympics 
athletes for who they are: champions. Champions 
for stepping out on the track, field or court and 
competing. Champions for putting smiles on others’ 
faces, changing attitudes and teaching tolerance. 
Champions for building a more accepting world for 
everyone.

ABOUT SPECIAL OLYMPICS
Special Olympics develops and empowers leaders, 
catalyzing actions that directly benefit people with 
intellectual disabilities and their communities. By 
harnessing the power of people to change hearts, 
minds and behaviors, we create more cohesive and 
accepting civil societies around the world.
 
Founded in 1968 by Eunice Kennedy Shriver, Special 
Olympics is the world’s largest sports organization 
for children and adults with intellectual disabilities. 
Special Olympics provides year-round training and 
competitions in over 30 Olympic-type sports to more 
than 4.5 million athletes in 170 countries. Learn more 
at www.specialolympics.org.



STEPS TO DEVELOPING 
“CHAMPIONS” LIONS CLUBS
“Champions” Lions clubs are unique; they 
require teamwork and communication 
between two separate organizations. It will 
be beneficial and essential to ensure proper 
collaboration and communication between 
the local Lions Clubs organization and local 
Special Olympics organization as you begin 
the process. The chartering process for 
a “Champions” Lions club is the same as 
chartering a traditional Lions club. 

Prior to developing an extension team and 
beginning to recruit new members, contact 
Lions Clubs International to request a 
New Club Extension Kit. To assist in new 
club development, LCI has the following 
resources available:
•  New Club Development Guide (TK-1)
•  Guiding Lions
•  Just Ask! Guide (ME-300)
•  “Champions” Lions clubs brochure  

(EX-546)
•  New Club Development Training (Lions 

Learning Center)
  
The process of chartering a new 
“Champions” Lions club can take eight 
weeks or more. To keep prospective 
members engaged and interested if the 
process is taking longer than eight weeks; 
consider organizing a club branch so that 
projects can be conducted and recruiting 
efforts can continue among the new 
members. A club branch enables a small 
group of people (between 5-20) to start 
making a difference sooner. Once the club 
branch reaches 20 members, convert it into 
a new Lions club. Throughout the entire 
chartering process, it is very important to 
remain in communication with prospective 
members to keep them updated and 
informed. 
 
The steps below give a brief overview of 
the club development process. A detailed 
explanation can be found in the New Club 
Development Guide (TK-1). 

Step One: Contact Your Local Special Olympics Program & Lions club
While Lions Clubs International and Special Olympics have a global partnership, each accredited Program of Special Olympics may 
not be familiar with the Lions club structure and local Lions may not be aware of “Champions” Lions clubs. Therefore, it may be 
necessary for you to approach both groups to tell them about the partnership and your interest in establishing a “Champions” Lions 
club. 
 
It is also equally important for you to reach out to an established Lions clubs in the location you would like to charter your club. The 
goal of these meetings is to determine your local Special Olympics Program and athletes’ needs while developing a joint vision for 
your new “Champions” Lions club.

Chartering Your Club
To charter your “Champions” Lions club, you will need:
• 20 or more charter members
•  A sponsoring club, district cabinet or district committee, region or 

zone. A co-sponsoring club from any location can also be named. 
Consider asking an established “Champions” Lions club to  
co-sponsor you. 

•  The district governor’s approval
•  Completed charter application
•  Appropriate charter fees and certification forms

All countries and states with active Special Olympics Programs are 
run by volunteer or full-time Program Directors. The contact details 
for all Programs may be found by searching for Program Locator on  
specialolympics.org. Program leaders will be able to direct you  
to Special Olympics Programs in your area and can provide details 
of major events or health exams where your involvement and support 
would be greatly appreciated.



Step Two: Develop Your Extension Team
New club development should be a team effort in order to ensure the 
success of recruiting efforts and the new club. The “Champions” Lions club 
extension team should be comprised of extension minded, experienced 
Lions who have a passion to support Special Olympics and enhance the 
lives of persons with intellectual disabilities. Lions with an understanding of 
the power of the Lions clubs and Special Olympics partnership will make 
valuable members of the team. Local area Special Olympics staff and 
stakeholders can also provide an excellent advisory role to the team. Refer 
to your New Club Development Guide (TK-1) for additional information on 
how to build your team. 
 
Step Three: Promote and Recruit 
As your extension team is recruiting new members, it is important to 
remember that Lions recruit Lions. This is not the responsibility of Special 
Olympics. Special Olympics personnel, volunteers, athletes and families 
may of course be asked to join, and it is up to them if they wish to aid in 
the recruitment of club members. The “Champions” Lions club website has 
sample invite letters and a brochure to help in your recruitment.
 
Step Four: Informational Meeting
The informational meeting is the first time that prospective members meet to 
find out more about Lions Clubs International and the new club. During this 
meeting, present information about the vision for a “Champions” Lions club 
in the area, including potential projects and activities, potential meeting times 
and locations, examples from other Champions Lions clubs, membership 
benefits and dues. After the meeting, contact participants to thank them for 
attending and encourage them to attend the organizational meeting. Also 
contact prospective members who did not attend to update them on the 
meeting’s accomplishments and invite them to attend the next meeting.   
 
Step Five: Organizational Meeting
The organizational meeting is where the club members will elect officers and 
begin planning their first service project. Before the group can move forward, 
a charter club or branch application is needed so that members are covered 
by liability insurance and can do community service as Lions.   
 
Step Six: New Club Application & Charter Approval
Your club will have the “distinguishing designation” of “Champions” affixed 
after the governmental municipality. Due to trademark policy, “Champions” 
Lions club cannot use the term Special Olympics in their name. See the 
back page or FAQ on the website for further details on Special Olympics’ 
trademark policy. 
 
New club supplies and charter member materials, including charter member 
pins and certificates, will be sent to the new club’s Guiding Lions once the 
charter application is approved. 
 
The Charter, accompanied by a congratulatory letter from the International 
President and a sponsor patch, is sent to the district governor or 
coordinating Lion to be presented during the Charter Night celebration. 
Other supplies may be purchased from the Club Supplies Department at 
Lions Clubs International.  
 
Step Seven: Charter Night
Charter Night is an opportunity to celebrate the formation of the 
“Champions” Lions clubs and the Special Olympics athletes and families  
that the club will be serving. Invite athletes, family members and Special 
Olympics staff representatives. Consider asking each group to speak at 
the event. You may even wish to incorporate the athletes into the program. 
Refer to the Charter Night Planning Guide (TK-26) to help plan the event. 

THE FIRST YEAR AND BEYOND 
Your success as a “Champions” Lions club is 
dependent on building and maintaining strong 
relationships with your members and your 
local Special Olympics Program. The first step 
you can take to establish this relationship is to 
name a Lion liaison who will share information 
between the Lions club and Special Olympics. 
Additionally, your club can:
•  Invite Special Olympics staff to your meetings 

at least three times per year and the CEO once 
a year.

•  Continually educate and update Lions about 
Special Olympics and the athletes they serve.

•  Include Special Olympics Global Messengers, 
staff, athletes and volunteers in club meetings, 
district conventions and other events.

•  Enhance or develop Special Olympics events, 
fundraisers and tournaments.

•  Promote successes in both Special Olympics 
and Lions club related outlets.

•  Ask if a Lion can speak at relevant Special 
Olympics meetings, events, forums, etc.

•  Participate at Special Olympics events on 
Unified Sports® teams.

•  Request to have a booth or table at Special 
Olympics events and meetings.

•  Become active in traditional local Lions clubs 
and District project and activities. 

•  Conduct an annual planning meeting between 
Lions club leadership and Special Olympics 
regional leadership.

Recruiting Members
When recruiting new Lions, consider asking 
individuals who have a strong connection 
to Special Olympics or a desire to create 
communities of acceptance for people of all 
ability levels.  
•  Special Olympics athletes 
•  Local Special Olympics staff, coaches and 

volunteers
•  Families of Special Olympics athletes
•  Lions with an interest in Special Olympics
•  Special education teachers and faculty 
•  Community groups with a focus on people 

with intellectual disabilities
•  Sponsors of Special Olympics



SPECIAL OLYMPICS’ GENERAL RULES
Just as Lions Clubs International has a trademark policy 
as a matter of legal protection to our clubs, districts and 
international association, Special Olympics has their own set 
of policies and rules. Below is information for Lions clubs in 
accordance to the Special Olympics Official General Rules:
1.   Lions clubs shall not use the Special Olympics name or 

logo in their official charter documents (i.e. Lions clubs 
may not use “Special Olympics,” or an abbreviation, in 
its club name).

2.   Lions clubs may, however, acknowledge through 
marketing events, fundraisers and Lions clubs’ activities 
that they support Special Olympics Programs and 
the Special Olympics Movement’s mission, goals and 
objectives.

3.    Lions clubs that do acknowledge and identify their 
support of Special Olympics need not do so on an 
exclusive basis but may support other charities.

4.    In circumstances where a Lions club wishes to support 
Special Olympics Programs exclusively, it may use the 
following terms for marketing and communications 
purposes, under license from Special Olympics 
International:  
•  X Lions Club for the support of Special Olympics 

[Program name and logo] 
     •  X Lions Club in collaboration with Special Olympics 

[Program name and logo] 
  Licenses may be requested from Special Olympics 

by contacting the Membership Department at 
memberops@lionsclubs.org

5.   Use of Special Olympics’ logo under these 
circumstances should be in accordance with Special 
Olympics’ Brand Guidelines.

6.   Special Olympics will not exercise oversight of funds 
raised by Lions clubs, either partially or totally, in support 
of Special Olympics activities.

7.   Whenever a Lions club raises money wholly in support  
of Special Olympics, it should work with the Special 
Olympics Program it supports to ensure coordination of 
efforts and cooperation between them.

 
Lions Clubs International is a proud partner of Special 
Olympics. All Lions clubs are asked to adhere to the rules 
stated above.

22.4% of Special Olympics athletes have never 
had an eye exam.

Membership Development
Lions Clubs International
300 W. 22nd Street
Oak Brook, IL 60523-8842 USA
E-mail: membershipdev@lionsclubs.org
www.lionsclubs.org
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