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For Immediate Release
(CITY) LIONS JOIN GLOBAL CRUSADE TO CONQUER BLINDNESS

Lions World Sight Day Aims to Educate Millions Worldwide

(City, date) -- The World Health Organization has estimated that the number of blind people in the world could double in the next 25 years. To combat the leading causes of blindness and assist in preserving vision, the (name) Lions Club is participating in Lions World Sight Day on (date) to heighten awareness and education about sight preservation and preventable blindness.

The (name) Lions Club will be joining in this global event by (activity) at (location) on (date and time). (List any additional information and group the project will benefit).

“It is estimated that 40 million people around the world are blind,” said (name, title such as club president to project chairperson) of the (name) Lions Club. “On Lions World Sight Day, the (name) Lions are working in unison with Lions clubs around the world to educate millions of people on the importance of proper eye health care.”

In the United States, approximately 750,000 people are blind and an additional 50,000 more will become blind each year, according to the National Federation of the Blind. Like most developed countries, glaucoma and diabetes are the leading causes of blindness in the United States.

On a worldwide scale, an estimated 75 percent of all blindness is found in Africa and Asia, according to the World Health Organization. In Africa, there are an estimated 500,000 new cases of cataracts each year, of which only one in ten is operated upon. In India, 80 percent of the blind suffer from cataracts, with more than 3.8 million new cases reported each year.
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Since the club’s chartering in (year), its members have worked on a variety of projects in the local community, such as (list projects). Proceeds from past 

fundraising events have gone to (list scholarships and/or other causes to which the club has contributed). The club is currently (list current and upcoming projects). 

The (name) Lions Club has (#) members and meets on (day of week/month) at (time) at (location). Lions clubs are a group of men and women who identify needs within the community and work together to fulfill those needs. For more information or to get involved with the (name) Lions Club, please contact (name) at (phone number/add Web site address if appropriate).

Lions World Sight Day is a global vision initiative sponsored by Lions Clubs International and Lions Clubs International Foundation. The event is held annually on the second Thursday of October in an effort to raise awareness about sight-related issues. Lions Clubs International is the world’s largest service club organization with nearly 1.3 million members in approximately 46,000 clubs in 205 countries and geographical areas around the world. Since 1917, Lions clubs have aided the blind and visually impaired and made a strong commitment to community service and serving youth throughout the world. For more information about Lions Clubs International, visit the Web site at www.lionsclubs.org.
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